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Summer 2001 ' Maryland State Board of Physical Therapy Examiners

Continuing Education-License Renewal

During the most recent renewal period, Board staff noted some
problems and, is therefore, writing this reminder to licensees for
future renewals.

Renewal applications must be accompanied by a completed and
signed continuing education form. Specific course titles, course
sponsors, course date, and number of CEUs must be legibly
written,

Courses must be

physical therapy to be acceptable for license renewal. The
Board has rejected those courses with topics determined not
relevant to physical therapy, i.e. “Stress Reduction,” “Weight
Loss,” “Anxiety,” “Grief.” While the Board endorses any
learning experience that would enhance your knowledge base, it
must adhere to the promulgated continuing regulations found at
COMAR 10.38.08 when renewing licenses. Be sure that
courses you want to use as continuing education are
specifically related to the clinical practice of physical
therapy. Administrative courses also should be specific to
physical therapy practice.

If you are taking postgraduate courses, they too, must be
clinically related to the practice of physical therapy or specific to
the administration of a physical therapy practice. Be familiar
with COMAR 10.38.08 Continuing Education Regulations.

Course sponsors are urged to make application to the Board for course approval at least two months prior to the course
_date. CEU course applications for sponsors must be accompanied by the required fee. By following this procedure,
sponsors are ensured that they may advertise the approval and assure their course participants that the course is
acceptable continuing education for license renewal. For individual licensees not sure whether a course would meet the
Board’s requirements, submit a copy of the course’s hour-by-hour agenda for review. Such requests should be made to
the Board at least four weeks prior to taking the course. You will receive a written response as soon as possible.

.emember the dates!!!!" Continuing education for the 2002 renewal period must be earned between April 1, 2000
nd March 31, 2002 -no exceptions!
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Important Notices!

BF  The next law course will be held in November 2001, This course is offered twice a year and you can
earn 0.6 CEUs. Interested? Call the Board office to be placed on the list.

8%  The Federation of State Boards of Physical Therapy (FSBPT) will hold its educational meeting
September 7-9, 2001 here in Baltimore. Contact FSBPT for further details at (800) 881-1430.
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PROTECTION

. The Board
takes seriously
its legislative
mandated
responsibility
of protecting
the citizens of

Maryland from harm. In that role,

_ it receives, reviews and

investigates complaints, and when

appropriate, sanctions the
licensees involved. During the
investigative process and, even

| when discussing a case, the Board }
| has no knowledge of a person’s |
. | background. The investigative
- || report does not include a

1 description of the person. The

investigative report which is

i -essentially taped interviews
| transcribed by a certified court
§ reporter is reviewed by the entire

Board. Investigators present facts

§ only - never a personal opinion. A |
{ discussion of the facts takes place
{ during the executive session of the

Board meeting. After said

discussion, the Board votes on the §
{ appropriate disposition of the case. §

Disposition of cases can be: (1) a
referral to the Office of the
Attorney General for possible
charges; (2) dismissed for lack of
possible violations of the Practice
Act; (3) an informal meeting with
the licensee for educational

purposes; (4) a Letter of Education :

or (5) a Letter of Admonishment.
If a case is sent to the Office of the
Attorney General, it would be
assigned to one of four
administrative prosecutors by the
Deputy Counsel. As a point of

1 study of the matter, writes the
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information, the Board of Physical

| Therapy Examiners is ethnically

and geographically diverse as is

| the Office of the Attorney

General.

For the most part, complaints

| involve issues of fraudulent

biiling, inappropriate touching,

improper supervision of PTAs and |

aides; utilizing unlicensed persons
in the practice of physical therapy;
PTAs treating a patient before the . -

- PT has performed the evalvation

and written the treatment plan;

- § treating too many patients ina

work day; violating appropriate
standards of practice; ethics

“violations; and, improper -

documentation.. When assigned a
case; the administrative prosecutor

R performs his/her own investigation

into the facts, and, after a through i

charge letter to the licensee{s)
involved in the case. The Bom

then reviews the charge letter and
votes to approve the charges. The

| charge letter is signed by the

Board Chairperson and sent to thc
licensee - the beginning of the
full hearmg process.

Many of the cases that are chm

B have been heard at the Office of

Administrative Hearings (OAH).
The oniy time a Board member
would see the licensee is at the
case resolution conference (CRC).
This conference is part of the
administrative process and its
purpose is to allow an opportunity
for the State and the licensee to
armve at a settlement prior to
hearing. Usually one (at the most
two) Board members are present at
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the CRC. Also present, are the
Board counsel, the Executive

Director, the State’s administrative §

prosecutor, the licensee and
his/her counsel. If the case is

settled, a Consent Order is drafted

for the full Board approval.

After a bearing is held at OAH, |

the administrative law judge .

~ renders a proposed decision which
includes findings of fact. Thereis }

- an opportunity for both the State
and the licensee to file exceptions
to the decision. If that happens,
the full Board will hold an
- exceptions hearing. Once the
exceptions hearing is over, the

administrative law judge’s
proposed decision, the exceptions
filed, and, makes its own ruling.
A Final Order is then drafted. If
the licensee is unhappy with the
Order, he or she has recourse

- . through the civil courts. The

processes described offer a
~ licensee every opportunity to be

* judged fairly and according to the

facts.

The Board also has other options
for hearing cases. It can be heard
by the full Board or referred to a
hearing panel of the Board. The
hearing panel consists of three
Board members. The case
proceeds just as at a hearing
before the full Board. The panel is
charged with issuing a proposed
decision to the Board. Both sides
have the opportunity to present
exceptions, and any exceptions
hearing would be heard by the full
_ -Board. The final decision in any
case is rendered by a full Board

i decision.

{ While investigations are open, the
| Board staff cannot discuss the case |

with anyone. The investigators’
files are confidential information.

i The situation becomes public only ;

when a Final Order is issued by
the Board.

Complaints may be dismissed as
having no merit; not being a

1 violation of the Practice Act;

referred to other State agencies
such as, the Consumer Protection

 Division or other Boards because
| they are not under this Board’s

1 purview; or are best resolved
Board takes into consideration the |

through an eduction process or

informal hearing. Licensees are _ |
3 obligated to report any possnble -
| violations of the Practice Act.

(See COMAR 10.38.02.01F.)

When deliberating a case, the
Board seriously reviews all
evidence and the facts. [t also
reviews past cases for sanctions
imposed on similar violations in
an effort to be consistent and
appropriate with its Orders.

Expert witnesses are often used.

“This individual is usually a PT
~ who is able to attest to appropriate

standards of care. We keep a list
of expert witnesses and, if you

wish to offer your services in this
manner, please contact the Board

} office. Expert witness duties vary. }
8 They may be asked to review

patient records and report his/her
findings. On other occasions, it

1 may merely be a telephone call to

a specialist in some type of
physical therapy treatment to
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ascertain whether or not the
treatment rendered was
appropriate to the patient’s
condition. If a case goes to

1 hearing, often the expert witness is

asked to testify for the State. The
Board pays a stipend of $75 per
hour for the expert witness’ time.

The most important thing to ‘
remember if you become partofa

§ Board investigation is to cooperate

fully, respond to subpoenaes
accurately and in a timely manner, -
answer questions truthfully, and

wait for the process to play out.
| Everyone is treated professionally

and fairly by the Board. It expects
its licensees to act in the same
manner in order to offer the

} highest quality of physical therapy
§ care to the citzens of Maryland.

LE L L el L L] 2

| Moving???

Maryland law requires that you

notify this office immediately of - '

any address changes. You may
use the form provided in this
newsletter. If your name has

changed since you received your

license, include a copy of the legal
document verifying such a change.

DUPLICATE LICENSES ARE

NOT ISSUED FOR NAME
CHANGES.
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Changes to the Practice Act are
posted on our website -
dhmh.state.md.us and will be

{ published in the Winter 2001

edition of this newsletter,




